English 9



Name:  _________________________________
Course Description:  This course is designed for the average and above average student in developing English Language Arts skills. The course is taught in thematic units that include novels, short stories, poetry, essays, informational text, lyrics and multimedia. Assessments include projects, essay writing, speeches, and research that all center on Inter-Relationships and Self-Reliance. 
1st Quarter- Short Stories and Writing
2nd Quarter- Short Stories and Writing
3rd Quarter- To Kill a Mockingbird
4th Quarter- - Romeo and Juliet

Essential Questions 

· Who am I? How can I find my identity and discover where I fit in the world?

· How do I relate to my family, my community, and my country?

· How do my relationships, skills and talents help to define me?

· What can I learn from story about myself, my relationships and my world?

· What lesson(s) can I derive from stories? How can I apply these lessons to my life?

· What lessons can I learn from the stories of history to help me succeed in the present?

First Quarter:  Short Stories and Writing
1.  Write about the theme: An Important Story
2.  “Pirates of the Mediterranean”

3.  Arthur M. Schlesinger’s editorial “Folly’s Antidote”

4.  “The Most Dangerous Game”

5.  “The Gift of the Magi”

6.  “The Necklace”

7.  “Full Circle”

8.  Poe Short Stories and Poetry  

· “The Cask of Amontillado”

· “The Raven”

· “The Tell-Tale Heart”

· Writing:  Opinion Statement (220-224)  
Second Quarter:  More Short Stories and Writing
1.  Write about the theme:  The Importance of Writing  
2.  Journeys of Discovery

· Memoir:  Excerpt from, Angela’s Ashes
· Movie Clip from Angela’s Ashes
· Internet Article:  Mary Mallon’s Trail of Typhoid
· Interview:  Unfinished Business

3.   Speaking Out

· Speeches:  I Have a Dream and Glory and Hope
· Autobiography:  from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
· Poetry:  Maya Angelou
· Autobiographical Article:  Encounter with Martin Luther King, Jr.

· ACT Writing Piece and Speech:  Persuasive Speech (507-511)

4.  Facing Limits  
· Short Story:  To Build a Fire
· Excerpt from, Into Thin Air
· Article:  The Summit:  Next Stop for Those on Everest
· Movie:  Into Thin Air
· Movie:  Everest  (IMAX movie)

· Excerpt from, A Perfect Storm

· Poetry:  The Wreck of the Hesperus
· Movie:  A Perfect Storm
MIDTERM REVIEW and MIDTERM
Third Quarter:  To Kill a Mockingbird

1.  Write about the theme: Changing Attitudes through Knowledge
2.  United Streaming Video:  “Free at Last”

3.   Read, To Kill a Mockingbird
· Focus Questions

· Vocabulary

· Study Questions

· Graphic Organizer

· Character Development Chart

· Connections to Figurative Language

· Literary Criticism

· Quizzes

· Test

· Project

· Movie, To Kill a Mockingbird
Fourth Quarter:  Romeo and Juliet

1.  Write about the theme: Making Decisions
2.  Article “Young Brains on Alcohol”

3.  The Teenage Brain, Online NewsHour with Jim Leher

4.  NPR piece “Could Shakespeare Survive in Hollywood?”

5.  Famous Authors:  William Shakespeare Video from United Streaming

6.  Romeo and Juliet
· Song, “Parents Just Don’t Understand”

· Vocabulary

· Study Questions

· Character Development Chart

· Connections to Figurative Language

· Literary Criticism

· Quizzes

· Test

· Frontline Episode: “Inside the Teenage Brain.”

· Movie, Romeo and Juliet
FINAL EXAM REVIEW AND FINAL EXAM
GRADING

Extra Credit:  Do not depend on extra credit as it is very rare in this class.  

Late Work:  LATE WORK

Late work will drop a full grade every day it is late.  Late work will not be accepted after one week.  An assignment which was due on the day of an unexcused absence is worth, at the most, 54% credit.

Grading Table
	A
	93-100

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	87-89

	B
	83-86

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	77-79

	C
	73-76

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	67-69

	D
	63-66

	D-
	60-62

	F
	0-59


PASSES- Only TWO passes per Quarter.  IF you do not use any passes you will earn 25 points EXTRA CREDIT towards quarter grade.

SOUTH LAKE HIGH SCHOOL'S RESPECT CODE

An individual will demonstrate respectful behavior by:

·  Displaying cooperation and courtesy.

·  Practicing honesty and integrity.

·  Appreciating racial, ethnic, personal and cultural differences.

·  Showing pride for South Lake by maintaining a clean environment.

·  Refraining from the use of profanity, obscene gestures, physical and verbal abuse, and harassment, abiding by the school rules set forth in the Student Handbook.
Mrs. Boggio’s Rules

All school rules apply; additionally I expect you to:

· Be to class on time and be prepared with proper materials (books, writing utensils, homework, etc.)

· Use the restroom and take care of personal business prior to starting class

· Not line up by the door at the end of class and remain seated during class, unless otherwise specified

· Show respect to others, yourself, and the school

GRADING

Extra Credit:  Do not depend on extra credit as it is very rare in this class.  

Late Work:  LATE WORK

Late work will drop a full grade every day it is late.  If you exceed a week (more than 5 school days) you will only receive credit (54%) for your work, which is still better than no grade at all.  An assignment which was due on the day of an unexcused absence is worth, at the most, 54% credit.

Grading Table
	A
	93-100

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	87-89

	B
	83-86

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	77-79

	C
	73-76

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	67-69

	D
	63-66

	D-
	60-62

	F
	0-59


Class Procedures and Questions

How do I turn in my assignments?

Assignments are to be turned in to the designated class “IN” box and will be returned to the class “OUT” box.  Any paper which is not in the box when I collect the class’ papers will be marked LATE.  If you have homework you may turn it in at the beginning of class.  I will make one announcement thereafter and then collect the papers.

What if I was absent?

Please check the appropriate folder, which will have any missed handouts.   You have two days per EXCUSED absence.

I’m done with all of my work, can I sleep?

Simply stated, NO you may not sleep in my class.  Please bring a reading book to class to keep yourself entertained.

I don’t understand the directions? 

First, wait until I am done giving the directions as I may answer your question.  If at the end of the explanation I have not answered your question you can raise your hand.  If there are no other questions I will simply come over to you and re-explain.
PASSES- Only TWO passes per Quarter.  IF you do not use any passes you will earn 25 points EXTRA CREDIT towards quarter grade.

