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Getting the Terms Straight:  Aristotle’s Poetics

Tragedy

an imitation of a serious action which will arouse pity and fear in the viewer

Tragic hero
a character, usually of high birth, neither totally good nor totally evil, whose downfall is brought about by some weakness or error in judgment

Hamartia
a tragic flaw, weakness of character or error in judgment, which causes the downfall of the hero

Hubris
arrogance or overweening pride which causes the hero’s transgression against the gods; usually, the tragic flaw

Anagnorisis
recognition or discovery on the part of the hero; change form ignorance to knowledge

Peripeteia
reversal of fortune

Nemesis
fate that cannot be escaped

Carthaisis
purgation of emotions of pity and fear which leaves the viewer both relieved and elated
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Tragedy- A Different View:  Lesson 6
Directions: Read the following excerpt and discuss the questions.

In tragedy, man is a paradox in a paradoxical existence.  Fallible and vulnerable in his mortal finity, he is yet capable of transcendent greatness.  Freely exercising his will (a passive hero is pathetic rather than tragic), he is yet the plaything of destiny.  Acting on his virtue, he incurs guilt.  Divided within by impulses and imperatives in conflict and beset without by other willful selves and by his physical environment, he pits his naked strength against forces that inhibit him and enrage him and that he can neither control nor understand.  Flawed by his human nature, he is incapable of compromise.  He demands that an imperfect world conform to his notions of right and good, and he is defeated because discord, injustice, pain, and moral evil are the world’s warp and woof.  The final paradox is man in his tragic vision saying, “I do not believe in the invincibility of evil but in the inevitability of defeat.”…But in the absoluteness of his commitment, the tragic hero triumphs in the very inevitability of his defeat.  Foolishly, pitifully, magnificently pressing his human potential beyond its limits, he asserts man’s significance and dignity in the face of the unanswering unknown; tragic man matters.

Otto Reinert, ed., Classic Through Modern Drama:  An Introductory Anthology (Boston:  Little, Brown and Co., 1970), xxvi.
1. A paradox is a statement which at first does not seem to make sense.  However, on further study, the apparent contradiction becomes clear, and deeper meaning is revealed.  Reinert suggests that the human is “a paradox in a paradoxical existence.”  Discuss the following three points in a general sense first; they apply them specifically to Antigone.
	
	General
	Antigone

	a. the human is vulnerable yet great


	
	

	b. the human is free yet destined


	
	

	c. the human is virtuous yet guilty


	
	


Lesson 6 continued 

2. Reinert notes the necessity of conflict, both internal and external, in tragedy.  First consider clashes of principles and personalities as seen in Antigone and the external conflict between humanity and society.  Then, consider the “impulses and imperatives” within each character.

	External
	Internal

	Antigone and Ismene

	Antigone

	Antigone and Creon

	Creon

	Creon and Guard

	Haemon

	Creon and Haemon

	Ismene

	Creon and Teiresias 

	Guard

	Antigone and Greek Society (Chorus)

	Eurydice

	Creon and Greek Society (Chorus)

	Chorus


3. Explain Reinert’s comment:  “The final paradox is man in his tragic vision saying, “I do not believe in the invincibility of evil but in the inevitability of defeat.
4. Discuss the concept of fate in relation to Reinert’s words “the inevitability of defeat” and “the unanswering unknown.”
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Head-strong Characters
1. As you read the first few pages of the play, outline the arguments Antigone makes FOR burying her brother, and then the arguments her sister, Ismene makes AGAINST burying him.  IS it clear-cut?  Which sister would you be, if you were in their situation?

	Antigone
	Ismene

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Creon makes his decree and then the Guard, who stands watch to make sure Polyneices is not buried, has a conversation with King Creon.  He saw Antigone bury her brother and he has to report it to the king.  The chorus of citizens serve as witnesses.
As the guard tells the story, who do you have more sympathy for, Antigone or the city-state and its king?  Why?

3. Antigone, brought before Creon, admits that she did the deed, and then argues in her own defense.  What are the arguments in this passage?

	Antigone
	Creon
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Who Is the Tragic Figure?
Directions:  In Antigone, it is not easy to decide who is the tragic figure.  The play is named Antigone, but Antigone disappears from the action before the end of the play.  The final words of the Chorus are addressed to Creon; does this designate him the tragic hero?  Perhaps the play’s tragedy is to be equally divided between Antigone and Creon.  Consider the following questions and draw your own conclusions.  Remember, there is no right or wrong answer, but you must be able to prove your point.
	
	Antigone
	Creon

	1.  Which character appears to be more committed to a principle?
	
	

	2.  Which character has more freedom in the choices he/she makes?
	
	

	3.  Which character’s fall is brought about by frailty of character?
	
	

	4.  Which character’s fall is brought about by error in judgment?
	
	

	5.  Which character suffers more?
	
	

	6.  Which character arouses the greater pity or fear?
	
	

	7.  Which character has a moment of recognition or discovery?
	
	

	8.  Which character seems to be the center of all conflicts?
	
	

	9.  Which character stands more alone?
	
	


Advanced Placement Literature

Name:  ________________________

Antigone

The Why of It:  Lesson 7

Directions:  Analyze each of the following decision made by Antigone and Creon.  Consider the motivating force or forces behind each choice and the consequences which result form each choice.

Antigone

	Choice
	Motive(s)
	Consequence(s)

	1.  to bury Polyneices despite the edict
	
	For self

For others

	2.  to insult Creon when he confronts her


	
	For self

For others

	3.  to refuse to allow Ismene to share guilt
	
	For self

For others

	4. Other choice


	
	For self 

For others


Creon
	Choice
	Motive(s)
	Consequence(s)

	1.  to issue the edict against burial
	
	For self

For others

	2.  to accuse Teiresias of accepting bribes


	
	For self

For others

	3.  to give in to the counsels of Teiresias
	
	For self

For others

	4.  Other choice


	
	For self 

For others
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Does He Know What He Says?  Lesson 8

Directions:  Read Each statement by Creon and beneath each quotation explain the irony.

1. “There is no art that teaches us to know

The temper, min or spirit of any man 

Until he has been proved by government

And lawgiving.”    (Creon’s proclamation of the edict)

2. “But it is those that are most obstinate

Suffer the greatest fall.”  (Creon at Antigone’s arrest)

3. “You shall not marry her this side the grave!”  (Creon to Haemon)

4. Find one other example of irony in Creon’s speech (or in Antigone’s words, if you prefer).

Directions:  Analyze each of the following situations and explain the irony.

5. Antigone was captured the second time she buried Polyneices.  (Why did she return if she had already buried him?)

6. Creon condemned Antigone for loyalty to her brother yet demanded loyalty from his son.  (what happened to Creon’s family at the end?)

7. Creon buried Polyneices first and then went to rescue Antigone.  (Did the Chorus say which action should come first?)

8. Antigone hanged herself when she would have been rescued by Creon’s change of heart.  (Why did Antigone kill herself?)
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Role of Minor Characters:  Lesson 13

Directions:  Antigone and Creon are not the only characters to make choices, advance the plot, or struggle with conflict.  Consider each of the minor characters and their actions.  Then place the name of each character in the appropriate column with the reason for that designation.  A character may appear in more than one column.

Characters

Isemene

Guard

Eurydice

Haemon

Teiresias

Messenger

         Chorus

	Foil
	Parallel Character 
	Catalyst

	Example:  Ismene contrasts with Antigone/weakness vs. strength

	Ismene and Haemon both lose Antigone
	Guard complicates plot when he announces the burial

	Haemon contrasts with ________
Voice of logical human vs. voice of gods)
	Haemon and  _______
Both kill themselves as an act of revenge
	Teiresias’ warning causes ______ change at last

	Haemon contrast with ________
(rational argument vs. emotional)

	Teireisas and the
Both blind, one physically and one blinded by pride
	Chorus at the end gives _______ advice to release _________

	Guard contrast with __________
(subject vs. king)

	Haemon, Teiresias, and ______
All warn Creon
	Messenger delivers news of ________ death which causes _________ suicide


Advanced Placement Literature

Name:  ________________________

Antigone

The Art of Persuasion

Persuasion is the act of trying to change someone’s opinions or beliefs.  Those who are skilled in the art of persuasion are often successful in politics, business, and life in general.  Haemon desperately tries to convince his father to spare Antigone’s life.  Analyze his method of persuasion by answering the following questions.  You will need to refer to Scene 3 of the play.

1. Reread Haemon’s first lines in Scene 3.  What is his attitude toward his father at this point?

2. Do you believe this attitude is genuine?  If not, why might he be faking?

3. What does Haemon explain to his father about the public’s opinion of Antigone’s deed?

4. What reason does Haemon offer for telling his father of the people’s feelings?

5. What do you believe is Haemon’s real reason?

6. Explain the metaphors Haemon uses to describe a wise man.

7. Why is Creon reluctant to learn a lesson form his son?

8. Do you believe wisdom comes with age?  Why or why not?

9. Explain why you believe Haemon’s persuasive efforts were unsuccessful.  What else could he have said or done to save Antigone?
