

Advanced Placement Literature 4

                                                                                                  Course Description 


Advanced Placement Literature Course Syllabi

Description: This course is designed for the student who is highly motivated and intellectually capable.  Students enrolled in this course must have an exceptional command of the English language and the desire to take the Advanced Placement Literature Test in May of their senior year. AP is a fast paced course focused on the analysis of literature and students must be willing and able to keep up with the pace as well as the work. Areas of study include the structure, format and analysis of short stories, dramas, comedies, novels, poetry, and advanced placement exam preparation. Students will also be expected to complete independent reading projects throughout three of the four quarters. All 81 Michigan ELA Expectations will be taught.

The following are policies for all AP classes offered at South Lake High School:

1. A 1.1 multiplier will be applied after a student earns a B- or better and remain in the course the full year.  Students who drop class at Semester are not eligible for the multiplier.

2. Exam exemption cards will not be accepted for mid terms or finals.  A final exam is required for all classes.

3. Students will not have to attend classes the day of their AP test.  Permission slips must be signed by parents for classes to be excused.

4. Tests, quizzes, projects and/or written assessments will account for a minimum of 60% of course grade.

5. Students are encouraged to attend an after school practice test.  Schedules will be provided by AP teachers.  

First Quarter.  Theme:  “Life Applications”

· SUMMER READING ESSAYS ARE DUE THE FOLLOWING DATES 

· Friday, September 14, 2012 
· Friday, September 28, 2012 
· Papers are to be submitted on due dates, however, you will have the opportunity to revise your essays after I have provided feedback. You will initially be assigned a letter grade and it will be at your discretion if you would like to resubmit for a revised grade.

1. Review Summer Reading Assignments and Due Dates

2. Refresher on Literary Criticism.

3. College applications and college entry materials

4. MLA Format.

5. Finding Valid Sources on the Internet

6. How to write analysis

7. Short Story Project.  Cooperative learning assignment.  The projects will cover stories from pages 107-572.  Within context of assignment students must present a lesson on the short story of choice and tie in relevant literary terms.

8. Individual short story analysis.  Written analysis of story and the questions, which follow the story, must be completed.  Story will be chosen from 107-572. 

9. Advanced Placement Literature Examination.

Second Quarter.  Theme:  “Identity & Self Realization”

1. Edith Hamilton’s, Greek Mythology
2. The Theban Plays.  
· Oedipus the King

· Oedipus at Colonus

· Antigone
· Unit Test 
· Oedipus Critical Analysis Essay
3. Hamlet by William Shakespeare.

· Study Guide for each act

· Quiz for each act

· Unit Test 
· Hamlet Critical Analysis Essay
4. A.P. Test Practice.

5. First Outside Reading.  A Doll’s House by Henrik Ibsen.  Pages 1165-1232. 

· Students will read the above play outside of class and complete a critical analysis of the play.  The analysis must follow core requirements and revolve around social/historical criticism.  “By the time he wrote this play, Ibsen had long been interested in women’s rights”  (Arp1165).

Midterm

Be aware that you may not exempt the A.P. exam for this course.  The exam is a full length Advanced Placement Literature exam duplicated from a prior year.  The grade will be curved.
Third Quarter.  Theme:  “Overcoming Life’s Challenges”
1. The Merchant of Venice by William Shakespeare.

· Study Guide for each act

· Quiz for each act

· Unit Test 
· Merchant of Venice Critical Analysis Essay.

2. The Importance of Being Earnest

· Study Questions and essay

· Watch the movie in class

· Critical Analysis on The Importance of Being Earnest
3. Full A.P. Test.

4. Second Outside Reading.  The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams.

     Pages 1234-1289.

· Students will read the above play outside of class and complete a critical analysis of the play.  The analysis must follow core requirements and revolve around a character analysis.  Follow biographical criticism when writing this play as it revolves around Mr. Williams real life.  

Fourth Quarter.  Theme:  “Interpretations and Reflections”

1. King Lear by William Shakespeare
· Critical Analysis
2. Poetry Unit.

3. Third and final Outside Reading Analysis.  Othello by William Shakespeare.

The play is found on pages 1361-1461 of the Structure, Sound and Sense books.

· Students will read the above play outside of class and complete a critical analysis of the play.  The analysis must follow core requirements.  The type of analysis completed after the play is read is up to the individual student.  I will answer any necessary questions or guide any student needing direction.

Final Exam

Be aware that you may not exempt the A.P. exam for this course.  The exam is a full length Advanced Placement Literature exam duplicated from a prior year.  The grade will be curved.

Required Material:  A binder with dividers, supplied with paper is required for this course.  You will also be expected to bring a pen to class every day.

Thinking Ahead:  
· For those taking the AP exam in May I suggest purchasing Advanced Placement Literature test prep books such as The Princeton Review: Cracking the AP English Literature Exam.

Other Assignments Relevant to the Course (Also listed above)
Three “Outside Readings” will be required during the remainder of the year.  You will be informed of dates literature must be read by and appropriate writing/critical analysis, which will accompany each date.  One piece of literature and one essay will be required at the end of each quarter, omitting the first quarter.  The literature is found in the textbook, Structure, Sound and Sense and will be as follows:

· Second Quarter = A Doll’s House.  Henrik Ibsen.  Pages 1165-1232

· Third Quarter = The Glass Menagerie.  Tennessee Williams.  Pages 1234-1284

· Forth Quarter = Othello.  William Shakespeare.  Pages 1361-1461

Books

· Structure, Sound and Sense



· The Oedipus Plays of Sophocles


· Advanced Placement M/C and Essay Prep.  

· Hamlet

· Edith Hamilton.  Mythology

· The Importance of Being Earnest

· Merchant of Venice

Summer Reading Assignment 2012/2013
Over the summer students in Advanced Placement Literature must read Zora Neale Hurston’s, Their Eyes Were Watching God and George Orwell’s, Animal Farm.  

NOTE:  FAILURE TO COMPLETE THESE ASSIGNMENTS WILL RESULT IN YOUR REMOVAL FROM THE CLASS.
REQUIRED READS

· Their Eyes Were Watching God


Zora Neale Hurston

· Animal Farm





George Orwell

SUGGESTED READ

· The Odyssey





Homer

For each of the two pieces of reading students must write a critical analysis.

The essays may be based on the criticism packet provided at the end of the year.   Each essay should be between 3and 5 pages long, include a title page, “Works Cited” page, be double spaced, 12 point font, and use at least 3 sources (one of which may be the book, the other must be another book, (Cliffs Notes, Sparknotes, Classicnotes, student papers are not allowed), and one may be an authored web site)  The essay must also use current MLA guide lines, which you can find on the internet or from reference material, which you may purchase or check out at the local library. Students who have questions may email me this summer at jennmarr1@hotmail.com
I. Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Write a critical analysis based on social or historical criticism.  This essay is due Friday, September 14, 2012 and is worth fifty points.  Follow above guidelines.

II. Animal Farm.  Write a critical analysis using any of criticisms from the packet.  (Again, I suggest looking at historical or social criticism, as Animal Farm connects directly with the Russian Revolution.  This essay is due Friday, September 28, 2012 and is worth fifty points.  Follow the above guidelines

Note:  Please, do not wrap yourself up in summary; it is not needed, just analyze and get right to your point.

MLA RESEARCH/INFORMATION:

· MLA will give you some information on this web site below:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
· Good book purchase = MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.
GOOD RESEARCH SITE:

· Mel.org (Search MeL Databases and then click on Multiple Databases.  Once your search boxes come up use the title and/or author and key words like character’s names.)
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OR HELP:

· Students who have questions may email me this summer at jennmarr1@hotmail.com
             or jboggio@solake.org.  (Attach your paper for specific help.)
Grading Table
	A
	93-100

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	87-89

	B
	83-86

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	77-79

	C
	73-76

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	67-69

	D
	63-66

	D-
	60-62

	F
	0-59


LATE WORK

Late work will drop a full grade every day it is late.  If you exceed a week (5 school days) the highest you will earn is half credit.  
Class Procedures and Questions

How do I turn in my assignments?

Assignments are to be turned in to the designated class “IN” box and will be returned to the class “OUT” box.  Any paper which is not in the box when I collect the class’ papers will be marked LATE.  If you have homework you may turn it in at the beginning of class.  I will make one announcement thereafter and then collect the papers.

What if I was absent?

If you are absent please check the binder and appropriate folder for handouts and directions.
I’m done with all of my work, can I sleep?

Simply stated, NO you may not sleep in my class.  Please bring a reading book to class to keep yourself entertained.

I don’t understand the directions? 

First, wait until I am done giving the directions as I may answer your question.  If at the end of the explanation I have not answered your question you can raise your hand.  If there are no other questions I will simply come over to you and re-explain.

Class Rules

1. RESPECT.  Please respect me, yourself, and those around you.  This includes following the rules and procedures, keeping your hands off others and their property, and watching your language.

2. Begin the start up activity within 1 minute after the tardy bell. Directions will be on the projection screen or the board. Please do not wait for me to remind you to begin since I need to take roll and attend to other duties for the first few minutes of the period. When I begin class, directions for the start up may be taken down, so don't delay. 

3. Attend to personal needs before coming to class. I have been instructed not to give passes to lockers and to limit passes, so please do not ask for a pass unless you have a true emergency.

4. Do not line up by the door at the end of class and remain in your assigned seat unless you have permission to get up . Throw scraps away at the end of the period on your way out. 

5. Do not eat candy or other food in class.  The only exception is BOTTLED WATER.
6. Bring required materials every day unless you are otherwise directed. 
7. Talk only when permitted. Be aware of the situation since quiet talking is allowed in some situations and speaking to the entire group without raising your hand may be allowed in others. I will remind you once and expect compliance. 

8. Use polite speech and body language. Unkind teasing and impolite behavior is unacceptable. 

9. Do not cheat. Students caught cheating will receive a zero and a phone call home. Both the student who shares his work for an independent assignment AND the person who copies it will suffer the same consequences. I expect you to do your own work and to be sure no one can copy it. 
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