Mrs. Boggio
ALL SENIORS:  Essay Prompt Choices  
Due Date:  _______________
Point Value:  50 points

Directions:  Use one of the following prompts, ONLY IF YOUR DESIRED COLLEGE DOES NOT HAVE A WRITING PROMPT.
Below are prompts from the 2017-2018 Common Application. MUST BE TYPED. 12 point/double space. 250-650 words,

Realize the purpose of the personal statement is not to tell your life story or to give an exhaustive overview of all of your accomplishments. Let your list of extracurricular activities, academic record, letters of recommendation, and supplemental essays and materials show your range of accomplishments. The personal statement is not the place for long lists or catalogs of achievement.
To write an engaging and effective 650 word or shorter essay, you need to have a sharp focus. Narrate a single event, or illuminate a single passion or talent. Whichever essay prompt you choose, make sure you zero in on a specific example that you narrate in an engaging and thoughtful way. Allow enough space for self reflection so that whatever your topic is you spend at least some time talking about its significance to you.
https://www.thoughtco.com/length-requirements-for-2013-application-essay-3970957

The 2019-2020 Common Application Essay Prompts are as follows.

Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.
1. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

2. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?

3. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a solution.

4. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

5. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

6. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Source:  https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2019-2020-common-app-essay-prompts

Individual schools sometimes require supplemental essays. Here are a few popular application essay topics and some tips for how to approach them:  Source: http://www.princetonreview.com/college-advice/application-essay-topics
Describe a person you admire.
Avoid the urge to pen an ode to a beloved figure like Gandhi or Abraham Lincoln. The admissions committee doesn't need to be convinced they are impressive people. Focus on yourself: Choose someone who has actually caused you to change your behavior or your worldview, and write about how this person influenced you.
Why do you want to attend this school?
Be honest and specific when you respond to this question. Avoid generalities like "to get a good liberal arts education” or “to develop career skills," and use details that show your interests: "I'm an aspiring doctor and your science department has a terrific reputation." Colleges are more likely to admit students who can articulate specific reasons why the school is a good fit for them beyond its reputation or ranking on any list. Use the college's website and literature to do your research about programs, professors, and other opportunities that appeal to you.

What is a book you love?
Your answer should not be a book report. Don't just summarize the plot; detail why you enjoyed this particular text and what it meant to you. What does your favorite book reveal about you? How do you identify with it, and how has it become personal to you?
Again, be honest in answering this question—don't choose a classic from your literature class or a piece of philosophy just because you think it will make you seem smarter. Writing fluently and passionately about a book close to you is always better than writing shakily or generally about a book that doesn't inspire you.
What is an extracurricular activity that has been meaningful to you?
Avoid slipping into clichés or generalities. Take this opportunity to really examine an experience that taught you something you didn't previously know about yourself, got you out of your comfort zone, or forced you to grow. Sometimes it's better to write about something that was hard for you because you learned something than it is to write about something that was easy for you because you think it sounds impressive. As with all essay questions, the most important thing is to tell a great story: how you discovered this activity, what drew you to it, and what it's shown you about yourself.

In case colleges don't provide creative college essay prompts we've listed 25 creative college essay prompt to help you write your best possible personal statement:  http://patch.com/pennsylvania/peters/25-creative-college-essay-prompts
1. Describe an experience where you were unsuccessful in achieving your goal. What lessons did you learn from this experience?
2. Think back to a situation in your life where you had to decide between taking a risk and playing it safe. Which choice did you make? What was the outcome of your choice? Would you have made the same decision looking back on the experience or would you have made a different decision?
3. What movie, poem, musical composition, or novel has most influenced your life and the way that you view the world? Why?
4. Describe an experience that forever changed your life and your outlook on life.
5. Why have you chosen to spend the next four years of your life in college?
6. What do you plan on doing after you graduate from college?
7. As of right now, what do you see as your long-term goals in life?
8. If you were given the ability to change one moment in your life, would you do so? Why or why not? If so, what moment would you change and why?
9. Presuming there was only one open admission spot remaining, why should this college choose to accept your application and not that of another student?
10. What would you describe to be your most unique or special skill that differentiates you from everyone else?
11. Describe some tasks that you have accomplished over the past two years that have no connection to academic studies.
12. If you had the chance to have a 30-minute conversation with any person in human history (either living or deceased), who would be the person you choose? Why? What topics would you discuss with this person?
13. If you could be any animal in recorded history, what animal would you choose? Why?
14. If you were given the capability to travel back in time to any period in history, where would you head to and why?
15. What do you consider to be the best advice you ever received? Who gave you that advice and did you follow that advice or not?
16. What do you consider to be the most important political or social movement of the 20th century? Why?
17. What advice would you offer to a student just beginning his/her high school career?
18. Devise a question that is not on this college admission form and provide a complete, thoughtful answer to it.
19. Choose one quotation that defines who you are and explain why that quotation describes you so well.
20. How has the neighborhood you've grown up in molded you into the person you are today?
21. Imagine that you have written a 400-page autobiography of your life to this point. What would page 150 of that autobiography say?
22. Choose the invention that you think has had the most negative impact on our world and explain why you chose that invention.
23. If you had the ability to read other people's minds (a.k.a. telepathy), would you use this ability or not? Why?
24. Tell a story that directly or indirectly illustrates the type of person you are.
25. Describe the most embarrassing moment of your life and explain what you learned from that experience and how it has made you a better or stronger person today.
The 25 creative college essay prompts listed above should give you a starting point to write your own personal statement. The personal statement is used by most colleges to help them evaluate the type of person you are, which can help differentiate yourself from other applicants who have similar academic backgrounds to yours. By considering the 25 creative college essay prompts above, you can be more prepared to write an engaging personal statement that will let your personality shine through and will help you to be accepted into the college of your choice.

