Advanced Placement Literature

Merchant of Venice Analysis

Assignment: Write an analytical research essay of 5–7 pages on William Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.  Focus on an aspect that interests you and formulate a thesis which you wish to argue. Remember that your thesis must make a point about the play, and your paper must support that point by referring to specific examples from the text.

Method: The research paper will require both primary and secondary research. That is, you will study the text of the play carefully and draw your own conclusions, but you also will read scholarly critical articles about it. These sources will help you form ideas about the work, and you will refer to them in your paper, along with relevant passages of the play, to support your assertions.

Task and Topic: To write a critical analysis research paper, your first step is to find a specific topic. A good approach is to find a question that can be answered in your research. 

Requirements:

1. The topic must meet the conditions described above.

2. Your grade will reflect your punctuality, thoroughness, and attention to details.

3. A minimum of three scholarly articles or books must be used and cited in the essay in addition to the primary source. Warning: performance reviews, Cliff’s Notes, Monarch Notes, and other study guides are not acceptable sources.  Articles from scholarly journals are usually the best sources for a literary paper. Some good articles are available on the web; but if you do a web search, you must evaluate your results carefully to be sure that they are scholarly and reliable. USE MEL.ORG
4. The final essay must be at least five double-spaced pages in a standard 12-point font such as Palatino or Times New Roman. Shorter papers do not meet the minimum requirement, so they will not receive a grade higher than a D.

5. Direct quotations long enough to require block indention should not exceed one-fifth the length of the essay total. It is better to incorporate shorter quotations into your own sentences.

6. Manuscript style must be standard MLA format described in any recent writing handbook.

7. Use parenthetical documentation and a works cited page in MLA style, also described in recent handbooks. I will not tolerate plagiarism—not even accidental. Be sure that you understand exactly what must be documented and how to give proper credit to your sources. Every quotation, even a phrase or single distinctive word, must be in quotation marks and the source identified. In addition, the source of every idea not your own must be acknowledged even if you only paraphrase it or summarize it

8. The complete project will consist of the final research paper with works cited page.
Topics

1. Women in Venice and Belmont: Venice and Belmont are ruled by men (patriarchy). Women have no role at all in trade, politics, or law. It seems that they cannot even own property.  

· Jessica, Nerissa, and Portia are three women in the play that have very different personalities. Nonetheless, they all marry friends of Antonio at roughly the same time and are all involved in the defeat of Shylock.  Write a character analysis, analyzing one of these women.  While writing consider the following questions: How will Jessica's life with Lorenzo be viewed? By herself? By others?; How will Nerissa cope with Gratiano (a show-off and a racist bully)?; Will being subservient to a man like Bassanio suit Portia?

2. Justice and Mercy: There are many contrasts and conflicts in The Merchant of Venice. One way of looking at the play is to see it as a series of tense oppositions. But Shakespeare is not the kind of playwright who will tell you what you should conclude about each of the issues. One of the central themes of the play is that of justice: the right, proper and fair treatment of individuals according to their deserts. Read Portia's speech about mercy. Then look at the trial scene (Act 4 Scene 1). Shylock receives judgment, but does he receive justice? What qualities of mercy are displayed in this scene?  Your essay should focus on justice and whether or not Shylock, specifically, was treated justly.

3 Appearance and Reality: The Merchant of Venice shows the danger of judging by appearances. Three female characters disguise themselves as male. The gold and silver caskets are examples of how outward show can be misleading. The device of the rings signifies betrayal, besides adding to the confusion of identities. Characters mislead or deceive each other. Analyze the concept of deceit.  You may choose to analyze only one avenue or tie all concepts together.

4 Jonathan Swift said, “We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us love one another.”  Apply Swift’s observation to the characters in The Merchant of Venice.   Support your points with quotations from the texts and outside resources.

5. Shakespeare's Merchant of Venice has been one of his most controversial dramas wherever it has been read or performed. The controversy usually centers around the way Shylock the Jew is portrayed and treated. Many people think that Shakespeare was being anti-Semitic (that is, anti-Jewish as a racial or ethnic stereotype) in his characterization of Shylock the moneylender.  Evaluate Shakespeare's portrayal of the character and either attack or defend it in terms of the accusations that it is anti-Semitic. Use passages from the play to bolster your evaluation. Anticipate your readers' counter-arguments, but you want to convince your reader that your position is the best and strongest.

6. Shakespeare did not title his plays loosely.  Why then is The Merchant of Venice truly Antonio’s story?  Cite examples from the play to prove your point.

7. Other topics may be considered but must have my approval first.

DUE DATE:  Tuesday, February 21st
Reminder that your Glass Menagerie paper is due March 23rd
(In Your Perrine Text).
