English 9- Mrs. Boggio



Name:  _______________________________

“The Necklace” 

Character Development:  Eight Ways an Author Reveals Character

1.  Through characters’ actions:

Mathilde did not appreciate the invitation.  

· Explain her reaction.  (2 points)
·

2.  Through dialogue:
“She looked at him out of furious eyes, and said impatiently: ‘and what do you suppose I am to wear at such an affair?’” 

· Explain what this reaction shows about her character.  (2 points)

3.  Through reactions of characters to one-another:

 “He stopped, stupefied and utterly at a loss when he saw that his wife was beginning to cry.” 

· Explain how Monsieur Loisel felt at this point.  (2 points)
4.  Through characters’ thoughts:

 “He grew slightly pale, for this was exactly the amount he had been saving for a gun, intending to get a little shooting next summer on the plain of Nanterre with some friends who went lark-shooting there on Sundays.” 

· What did this thought show about his character?  (2 points)

5.  Through character’s habits/idiosyncrasies:
· When things did not go Mathilde’s way what did she always do?  (2 points)
6.  Through character’s possessions:

In this case, it was more Mathilde’s desire for possessions that revealed her character 

· What is revealed by Mathilde’s desire for material possessions?
(2 points)
7.  Through physical descriptions of characters:

 “She was the prettiest woman present, elegant, graceful, smiling, and quite above herself with happiness. All the men stared at her, inquired her name, and asked to be introduced to her.”

· What does this physical description do for her character?  How do you feel about her now?  (2 points)
8.  Through background information

 “SHE WAS ONE OF THOSE PRETTY AND CHARMING GIRLS BORN, as though fate had blundered over her, into a family of artisans. She had no marriage portion, no expectations, no means of getting known, understood, loved, and wedded by a man of wealth and distinction; and she let herself be married off to a little clerk in the Ministry of Education. Her tastes were simple because she had never been able to afford any other, but she was as unhappy as though she had married beneath her; for women have no caste or class, their beauty, grace, and charm serving them for birth or family.”

· What information do you now know about her character?  Does this foreshadow any future event or mischance?  (2 points)
Due Date:______________________________

Points:  16 Possible Points
