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The Odyssey:  Study Questions 
Book I Questions  (6  points)
1. What did Poseidon have against Odysseus?

2. Why did the goddess Athena want Zeus to send Hermes to Calypso?

3. What problems did Odysseus’ absence cause for his wife and son?

4. Why did Telemachus go on a voyage?

5. “Long years ago, when she had just been touched by loveliness, Laertes purchased her.”  Do you think Laertes’ wife was jealous? 

6. Zeus mentioned that Agamemnon had been murdered by Aegisthus.  Why do you suppose Agamemnon was killed?
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Book II Questions  (4 points)
1. According to Antinous, why was Penelope to blame for the messy situation in Odysseus’ house?

2. Who was Halitherses and what prediction did he make?

3. Athena disguised as Mentor told the suitors, “I am not incensed by all the suitor’s plots and violence…Instead my wrath indicts the rest of you, who sit in silence.”  What was the saying?

4. Why didn’t Eurycleia want Telemachus to leave?

Book III  (4 points)
1. Who killed Agamemnon and how was that murder avenged?

2. What did Nestor know about Odysseus’ whereabouts?

3. Why did Nestor advise Telemachus to let Nestor’s sons “guide (him) into sunlit Lacedaemon”?

4. What sort of sacrifice did Nestor oversee before sending his son off with Telemachus to Sparta?
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Book IV  (4 points)
1. What did Menelaus tell Telemachus about the wooden horse?

2. Why didn’t Menelaus go right home after the Trojan War?

3. What did Menelaus reveal about Odysseus’ whereabouts?

4. “Athena sent that phantom to the house of the divine Odysseus.”  Explain who Athena sent where- and why?

Book V  (4 points)
1. How did Calypso help Odysseus leave the island-and why?
2. “Goddess, I know you’ve something else in mind-something beyond my being free to leave.”  What was probably Odysseus’ tone of voice as he answered Calypso?

3. Why did Odysseus’ boat sink?

4. Why didn’t Odysseus drown?
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Book VI  (4 points)
1. Why did Nausicaa go to the riverbank?

2. “…terrified, they scattered on the shores, one here, one there” Who?  Why?

3. “Would that my husband were a man like him.”  What was Nausicaa thinking?

4. What did Nausicaa instruct Odysseus to do-and why?

Book VII  (4 points)
1. For what skills were Phaecian men and women known?

2. How was Odysseus treated when he reached the palace?

3. “So profound is her good sense that-for those men and women she esteems-she acts as judge in feuds and bickerings.”  Who was “she”?

4. Why did Arete ask Odysseus about his cloak?
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Book VIII  (4 points)
1. Briefly describe the three stories sung by Demodocus.

2. Cite the passage where Euryalus taunted Odysseus.

3. List the contests held by the Phaeacians.

4. At which event did Odysseus excel?

Book IX  (12 points)
1. Briefly describe the dangers faced by Odysseus’ men in their travels-and how they fared, in each case.  (1 point for each box)
	
	DANGER
	DESCRIPTION
	OUTCOME

	Cicones


	
	
	

	Lotus Eaters


	
	
	

	Cyclops


	
	
	


2. Why did Odysseus and his men go into the Cyclop’s cave?
3. “This is the gift I give to you, my guest.”  Why didn’t Odysseus ever receive that gift-and why wouldn’t he have appreciated it if he had?

4. Why didn’t the other Cyclops help Polyphemus when he cried out after being blinded by Odysseus?
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Book X  (4 points)
1. What gift-and instructions-did Aeolus give Odysseus?

2. How did Odysseus and his men end up back in Aeolia?

3. How did the Laestrygonians treat Odysseus and his men?

4. “Its root was black; its flower was white as milk.  It’s moly for gods.”  Who gave Odysseus that gift and what was it for?

Book XI  (4 points)
1. Who were the first three people Odysseus met in Hades?

2. “It was lament for you-your gentleness and wisdom…-that robbed me of the honey-sweet of life.”  What did Odysseus’ mother mean?

3. What did Tiresis predict?

4. List three Greeks in Hades who had fought alongside of Odysseus in the Trojan war.
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Book XII  (4 points)
1. Why did Odysseus put wax in the crew’s ears?

2. What danger did Odysseus face after passing the Sirens?

3. How did Odysseus’ men get into trouble on the island of the sun god?  How many survived?

4. “For nine days I was dragged; and on the tenth the gods cast me upon Ogygia’s coast.”  Who did Odysseus meet there?

Book XIII  (4 points)
1. How did Odysseus end up back in Ithaca, sleeping on the beach?

2. Why were the Phaecians punished-and how?

3. “So everything seemed strange to one who was the ruler of this land.”  Why?

4. How did Athena disguise Odysseus and where did she send him?
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Book XIV  (4 points)
1. Who was Eumaeus and what did he think of the suitors?

2. Did Odysseus tell Eumaeus the same tale about his past that he had told the Alcinous and Arete?

3. What did the swineherd mean when he told the stranger that “vagabonds have far more need of food and shelter than of truth”?

4. How did the stranger get Eumaeus to give him a cloak?

Book XV  (4 points)
1. Why did Telemachus return home to Ithaca?
2. What two omens arise are described in this book?

3. What plans did Odysseus and his son make?

4. “…here, with his wealth, Laertes bought me-and so I came to see this land.”  How did the swineherd get “here”?
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Book XVI  (4 points)
1. Who was the first person Telemachus went to see on his return to Ithaca?

2. Briefly describe the reunion of Telemachus and his father.

3. Penelope reminded whom that “your father came to this house a fugitive, in fear of all the Ithacans”?  Why?

4. How was Eurymachus deceitful?

Book XVII  (4 points)
1. Who was Theoclymenus and what did he have to say about Odysseus?

2. Why did Odysseus feel like beating up Malanthius?

3. “But Argos, just as soon as he had seen his master after nineteen years, fell prey to death’s dark fate.”  Explain what happened in two or three words.

4. Who was the only suitor not to give Odysseus food or gifts?  What did he do instead?
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Book XVIII  (4 points)
1. Why did Irus challenge Odysseus-then try to run away?

2. Why did Odysseus warn Amphinomus to leave the house?

3. List three of the gifts the suitors gave Penelope.

4. “I’ll fetch Telemachus, who’ll hack you into bits.”  Who was Odysseus mad at-and why?

Book XIX  (4 points)
1. How did the suitors find out about Penelope’s scheme?

2. “I saw Odysseus there, he was my guest.”  How did the stranger convince Penelope that this was true?

3. How did Eurycleia recognize Odysseus?

4. What test did Penelope devise for the suitors?
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Book XX  (4 points)
1. Where does Homer tell us that Odysseus had his doubts about whether he could succeed against the suitors-and escape the vengeance of their families?

2. Why was Odysseus happy to hear the thunder and the woman’s comment?

3. “Sad man!  He has the likeness of a king.”  Who made this observation-and what did he mean?

4. Why did Amphinomous suggest they give up the murder plan?

Book XXI  (4 points)
1. What did Penelope promise if the tattered stranger succeeded in shooting the arrow through the axes?

2. Did anyone succeed at the archery test?

3. Besides Telemachus, who knew the stranger’s identity?

4. “That said, he gave the signal with his brows.”  What signal?
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Book XXII  (4 points)
1. Why did Eurymachus offer to have the suitors “gather through the land your recompense for all that we have drunk and eaten in your halls”?

2. How did the suitors arm themselves?

3. What two men did Odysseus spare?

4. What happened to the handmaiden identified by Eurycleia?

Book XXIII  (4 points)
1. Why did Penelope say, “Dear nurse…the gods have led your wits astray”?

2. Why did Odysseus tell the servants to dance and feast?

3. How did Odysseus convince Penelope it was really he?

4. Where did Odysseus go the morning after his reunion with Penelope?
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Book XXIV  (5 points)
1. Whom did Hermes lead to Hades?

2. What was the “uncanny dread” Laertes felt after his reunion with Odysseus?

3. Why did Eupeithes and others go to Laertes farm?

4. Who was slain by Laertes

5. Who convinced Odysseus to “halt now; have done with this relentless war”?

