Advanced Placement Literature

Oedipus Analysis

You have spent a great deal of time reading and trying to familiarize yourself with the new and awkward language of, Oedipus the King.  Now that you understand the language it is time to get a deeper understanding behind those words which you found so difficult.

You will be asked to analyze some aspect of one of the plays within the Oedipus Trilogy.  What was Sophocles thinking when he wrote Oedipus the King?  What was the purpose behind the characters and their unusual problems?  Does fate really exist?  Is there a deeper meaning behind these themes?  Is some of the language that you found difficult or even awkward used for a specific, deeper purpose?

The essay you will be required to write may touch on some of the questions listed in the above paragraph.  Your essay will give you a chance to stop and think about what you have read.  It will also give you a chance to research and analyze a very famous play.  

YOUR TASK

You must write a 3-5 page essay of analysis which include three outside resources  (You may use your textbook as one of the sources, the other 2 should either be book sources or from mel.org- ALL MUST BE AUTHORED).  Your essay must be typed, double spaced, and be in MLA format, complete with “Works Cited” page.  The essay is worth 50pts.

ESSAY CHOICES

1. Fate plays an important role in the Oedipus Trilogy.  Write your essay based on the topic of fate and whether or not Oedipus was fated to do what he did.  Could Oedipus have changed his fate or do only to gods play a role in changing fate?  Look to outside resources for guidance and opinions.

2. Does Creon desire the throne?  Write your essay based on the discussion between Oedipus and Creon in, Oedipus the King.  You must back your argument based on the wording and what critics have said about this situation.  Be careful not to just simply state opinion.

3. Be the devil’s advocate.  Oedipus deserved what happened to him.  You must explain and be through in your reasoning as to why you believe he deserved his harsh life.  Use critics’ interpretations to back your own opinions.  Cite passages that help to make your point clear.

4. The play Oedipus the King brings a lot of focus on “light.”  Explain what the symbolism behind the light theme means.  You must cite specific passages.  Your outside research should help you greatly with this essay.  The light symbolism is very prominent and should be referenced in many different sources.

5. Explain/rationalize the purpose behind Oedipus’ death.  Why do you believe he would make the land he dies in forever protected?  Why would such a cursed man do such good?  Analyze death scene and purpose within your essay.

6. Explain Theseus’ character and shy he was so willing to take on Oedipus even before he knew about his holy resting place.  This would be what is called a character analysis.

7. Write an essay on Antigone.  Imagine devoting your life to your cursed father while your brothers and sisters live high and mighty.  What kind of person sacrifices all this and more?  Is she a tragic hero?

8. Other options are possible, but must be approved prior

