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“Oedipus the King”
The Prologue.  Lesson 2-Handout 8
1. Where does the play take place?  

2. Which character begins the play?  A playwright very carefully introduces a play.  Why might Sophocles have selected this character to introduce the play?

3. Oedipus identifies the citizen of Thebes as “generations of the living in the line of Cadmus.”  Who was Cadmus?

4. Which three characters speak in the Prologue of the play?  What attitude does Oedipus assume toward the suppliants seeking his help?

5. Who are Athena and Apollo?  Why are these deities mentioned in the Prologue?

6. What does the priest ask Oedipus to do?

7. What initial step does Oedipus indicate he has already taken?

8. What is the significance of Dephi?

9. Who is Creon?

10. What is the message from the oracle at Delphi with which Creon returns?

11. What single clue about the murder of King Laius is revealed by Creon?

12. What does Oedipus think about this clue?  What might this perception foreshadow?

13. What research method is Oedipus encouraged to use to discover who the murderer of Laius is?

14. What prevented Thebes from tracking down the murderer of Laius at the time the murder occurred?

15. What was the Sphinx?

16. What was the riddle of the Sphinx?  What was the answer?

17. Who solved the riddle of the Sphinx?  What happened to the Sphinx after the riddle was solved?

18. How was Thebes tortured by the Sphinx?  What happened to Thebes as a result of solving the riddle?  What prizes did Thebes give the one who solved the riddle?

19. What does Oedipus promise to do at the end of the Prologue?

20. Of what symbolic significance are the olive boughs, strewn at the altar steps as the Thebans address Oedipus tell the suppliants to lift up their olive boughs as they depart?
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Oedipus the King

Charting the Clues.  Lesson 2-Handout 9
As you read the play and discover the critical clues for solving the mystery of “Who Murdered the King?”, chart them below.  Be sure to chart the resolution of the mystery in the Exodos.
	Section of the Play
	Clues
	Who revealed the clue?

	Prologue


	
	

	Scene One


	
	

	Scene Two


	
	

	Scene Three


	
	

	Scene Four


	
	


Denouement:  What finally happens to everyone?

	
	Events
	How do you know?

	Exodos
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“Oedipus the King”
Greek Chorus:  Lesson 5-Handout 15
Directions:  Review the choral passages you have studied thus far in Oedipus the King.  Based upon your knowledge of how the Ancient Greek dramatists employed their choruses, summarize the message of each choral response and speculate on the practical reasons for its placement in the play.  Complete this chart as you continue to read.

	Choral Passage
	Summary of Message
	Reasons for Placement

	Parados (pgs. 168-170)


	
	

	Ode 1 (pgs. 186-187)


	
	

	Ode 2 (pgs. 209-210)


	
	

	Ode 3 (pg. 224)


	
	

	Ode 4 (pgs 233-234)


	
	

	Exodus (pg. 251)
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“Oedipus the King”
The Parados:  The Entrance Song of the Chorus:  Lesson 3-Handout 10
1. In strophe 1, what does the chorus ask?  (pg. 168, line 168)

2. In antistrophe 1, to which god and goddess does the chorus appeal for rest from their suffering? (pg. 168, line 180)

3. In strophe and antistrophe 2, the chorus bewails their situation in Thebes.  Describe the situation in Thebes.  Describe the condition of the people of Thebes as the play begins. (pg. 169, lines 190-217)

4. What is the message of the chorus in strophe 3 and antistrophe 3? (pg. 170, lines 218-243)

5. At the conclusion of antistrophe 2, to what new god and his attendants does the chorus appeal for safety from death?  (pg. 169, lines 204-215)

6. Compare the verse of the Parados with that of the Prologue.

7. How does Oedipus react when Teiresias reveals to him the truth?

8. Whom does Oedipus assume is behind Teiresias’ claims?  Why?

9. What comparison does Oedipus make between himself and peers like Teiresias?  What does this tell us about Oedipus?

10. When the Chorus intercedes between the argument of Oedipus and Teiresias, of what does he remind Oedipus?

11. What truths does Teiresias present to Oedipus in his speeches following the interruption of the Chorus?

Explain the paradox of blindness in each of the following examples from  “Oedipus the King” 

Lesson 3-Handout 12
12. Oedipus (to Teiresias):  You child of endlessnight.  You can not hurt me or any other man who sees the sun.

13. Teiresias (to Oedipus):  Listen to me.  You mock my blindness, do you?  But I say that you, with both your eyes, are blind.

14. Teiresias (to Oedipus):  You do not even know the blind wrongs/That you have done (your parents), on earth and in the world below.

15. Teiresias (to Oedipus):  But the double lash of your parents’ curse will whip you/Out of this land some day, with only night upon your precious eyes.

16. Once Oedipus discovers his true identity, he blinds himself.
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“Oedipus the King”
Oedipus Accuses Creon:  Lesson 4-Handout 13
1. As Ode 1 begins, what dos the chorus remind the audience in strophe 1 and antistrophe 1? (pg. 186, lines 526-549).
2. In strophe 2 and antistrophe 2, the chorus reveals its astonishment at Teiresias’ claims.  What claim shocks them? (pg. 187, lines 561-572).

3. When the chorus, in antistrophe 2, debate whether to believe Oedipus or Teiresias, with who do they side?  Why do you suppose Sophocles has the chorus voice this opinion? (pg. 187, lines 526-549).
4. Why is it significant that Creon appears without Oedipus as Scene 2 opens?

5. What character trait of Oedipus is revealed by the fact that Oedipus accuses Creon of treason without first hearing his side?

6. What rational argument does Creon use to convince Oedipus that he has no designs on the throne of Thebes?

7. When the argument between Oedipus and Creon breaks into irrational verbal parrying, who intercedes to remind them of their responsibility to act rationally?  How is this scene reminiscent of scene 1?

8. What seems to be the role of the Chorus?  In responding to the Chorus, what evidence of hubris, or self-will, do we see in Oedipus?

9. Who is Jocasta?

10. Why does Oedipus release Creon?

11. What is prophetic about Creon’s remark that “Natures like yours chiefly torment themselves”?

12. Hamartia is the mistake or error committed by a tragic character which in part accounts for his misfortunes.  What is Oedipus’ hamartia?

13. What is the function of the dialogue between Jocasta and the Chorus?

14. What proof does Jocasta offer to support her opinion that mortal man is incapable of divination?

15. What detail for Jocasta’s story of Laius’ murder pricks Oedipus’ memory?

16. What eyewitness to the murder of Laius still exists?  What is foreshadowed by the servant’s request to leave Teiresias as soon as he discovers Oedipus on the throne?

17. Compare Oedipus’ version of his oracle with the oracle with given Jocasta and Laius about their son.  Why does Sophocles reveal “both oracles” in the same episode?
18. What is revealed about Oedipus’ personality by his description of the encounter he had with the old man where the three roads meet?

19. Oedipus begins to suspect the truth and clings to the hope that Laius was killed by a band of robbers.  If not, he says:  “When is a man more miserable than I?”  Who in scene 1 issued essentially the same statement about Oedipus?

20. How does the Chorus respond to Oedipus’ despair?

21. What is foreshadowed when Oedipus states that the one detail of the Shepherd’s tale is the only hope left ot him?

22. Why is it important to encounter the Chorus throughout the entire scene?

23. Attempt to find a point in scene 2 when four characters converse together.
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“Oedipus the King”
The Messenger from Corinth:  Lesson 5-Handout 16
1. How does the chorus feel about the laws of the Universe?

2. What warning does the chorus voice in Ode 2?

3. What might this warning foreshadow?

4. What worry dos the chorus express just before Jocasta enters in scene 3?

5. Discuss the irony in the opening of scene 3, where Jocasta burns incense to the gods?

6. In an analogy, Jocasta equates Oedipus to a helmsman.  What is a helmsman and why is this an appropriate analogy?  

7. Describe the entrance of the messenger from Corinth.

8. What message does the messenger bring?  According to the messenger, why should this message comfort Oedipus?  According to the clues thus far, especially considering the oracle at Delphi, why should this news comfort Oedipus?

9. What does Jocasta say to the gods after learning of the death of Polybus?  In light of the warning in ode 2, what might her statement foreshadow?

10. What attitude toward the gods does Oedipus exhibit after learning of Polybus’ death?  Again in light of ode 2, what is foreshadowed by Oedipus’ statement?  What effect upon the audience might the similarity of reactions of Oedipus and Jocasta have?

11. Though Oedipus is comforted that Polybus, his father, has died of natural causes, what aspect of the oracle still troubles Oedipus?

12. What is the ironic occurrence when the messenger from Corinth, thinking he is offering Oedipus comfort with his insight, reveals to Oedipus that Polybus and Merope are not the natural parents of Oedipus?  Explain this scene as an example of peripeteia (a sudden turn of events or an unexpected reversal, esp. in a literary work).

13. How does the messenger prove that Oedipus was not the child of Polybus and Merope?

14. Why does Jocasta so insistently attempt to stop Oedipus’ questioning of the messenger?  What has Jocasta discovered through the messenger’s story?

15. What final clue remains for the shepherd to reveal in scene 4?

16. What terrible coincidences surround the appearance of the messenger from Corinth and the shepherd?  

17. Jocasta’s exit line is significant.  The only word she can call Oedipus is miserable.”  Why can she not call him husband?  Why can she not call him son?

18. Explain the irony in Oedipus’ statement: “I am child of Luck.”  Explain the juxtaposition of this statement to Jocasta’s apostrophe, “Ah, miserable.”   (Juxtaposition:  an act or instance of placing close together or side by side, esp. for comparison or contrast.  Apostrophe: The direct address of an absent or imaginary person or of a personified abstraction, especially as a digression in the course of a speech or composition). 
19. In ode 3, Citheron is again mentioned.  What is Citheron, and how is it connected to Oedipus?  
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“Oedipus the King”
The Final Clue:  Lesson 6- Handout 18
1. Why is it important to establish the trustworthiness of the long awaited shepherd?  Who attests to his trustworthiness?  How is this in keeping with previous scenes?

2. Oedipus as archetype of tragic man is reinforced when the shepherd states:  “For if you are what this man says you are, no man living is more wrecked than Oedipus.”  What three heinous sins has Oedipus committed, sins which were unspeakable and unforgivable in ancient Greek society?

3. At the end of scene 4, what apostrophe does Oedipus utter as he prepares to enter the palace?  What does Light symbolize at this point?  What might that apostrophe directed to Light foreshadow for the Exodos, or final scene of the play?
4. Explain scene 4 as the anagnorisis of the play. (Anagnorisis:  in ancient Greek tragedy) the critical moment of recognition or discovery, esp. preceding peripeteia).
Recognizing Irony.  Lesson 6-Handout 19
Directions:  Explain the irony in each of the following examples by identifying the points of contrast.  Determine whether the example represents verbal, situational, or dramatic irony.

5. At the opening of scene 1, Oedipus states:  “Until now I was a stranger to this tale, as I had been a stranger to the crime.”

6. In scene 3 the messenger from Corinth calls himself Oedipus’ “savior.”

7. At the end of scene 3, Oedipus asks: “How could I wish that I were someone else?  How could I not be glad to know my birth?

8. Teiresias, the prophet, is blind.

Find two more examples of irony in Oedipus the King.  Explain the irony and identify the type of irony present in each example.

       9.

     10.  
Advanced Placement Literature

Name:  ________________________________

“Oedipus the King”
Oedipus as the Archetype:  Lesson 7-Handout 23
1. Explain the story of Oedipus in terms of:  Oedipus as Hero on a Quest:  (The hero undertakes an arduous journey during which he must perform impossible tasks and overcome insurmountable obstacles in order to save the kingdom.)
2. Explain the story of Oedipus in terms of:  Oedipus as Sacrificial Scapegoat:  (The hero, with who the welfare of the people is identified, must be sacrificed to atone for the people’s sins and save the kingdom.)
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“Oedipus the King”
The Final Clue:  Lesson 6- Handout 18
1. What tale of horror does the palace messenger relate to the audience?  What happened to Jocasta?  What happened to Oedipus?

2. Why might it be significant the Oedipus blinded himself with the golden brooches from Jocasta’s gown?

3. What two heinous sins can now be added to the list committed by the royal line of Labadcus?  What were the first two discovered in the play?

4. Since throughout the play Oedipus has been described as the helmsman for the State, why is it significant he wonders now where he will find harbor in this world?
5. Again what character remains to comfort Oedipus?  How does this complete the characterization of the chorus?

6. Why does Oedipus choose blinding himself rather than committing suicide?  Is this an act of bravery or cowardice?  Why do you believe as you do?
7. Who is to rule Thebes now that Oedipus is exiled?  Why is this ironic, given Oedipus’ early concerns?

8. What requests does Oedipus make of Creon?

9. What future does Oedipus predict for his daughters?

10. Why should the audience realize these predictions will become reality?

11. How does Creon exert his authority at the end of the play?  What might this behavior foreshadow for the plays in the trilogy which follow?

12. What parting warning does the chorus issue as they depart?  What message does this warning have for mortal man?  Do you agree or disagree?

13. Explain the catharsis the audience expects as a result of the Exodos.  (Catharsis:  the purging of the emotions or relieving of emotional tensions, esp. through certain kinds of art, as tragedy or music).
14. In Greek, the name Oedipus (Oida Pous) meant both “swell foot or club foot,” and “on the track of knowledge.”  Why is Oedipus’ name so significant in the play?
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“Oedipus the King”
OEDIPUS WRECKED
http://hypocrisytoday.com/oedipus.htm

A literal translation of an old Greek vaudeville skit. Apologies to Woody Allen for stealing his title. Any other similarity to Woody Allen is purely psychotic--Woody seems more inclined to the Electra legend anyway.

Oedipus had nasty parents who believed their local guru's prophesy that their son would cause their downfall. On the basis of that prediction, they decided that their son should die. They didn't have the gumption to do it themselves. They turned that nasty job over to the maid. Before that tho, probably out of sadism or temper tantrum, they nailed his ankles together. (Might as well have a little fun torturing a baby before getting rid of him.) 

So far, Ed (Oedipus) had done nothing wrong. All he was guilty of was being born to the wrong parents. [You wonder what kind of king and queen Ed's parents were? If they treated his son like that, how did they rule mere peasants?] 

Anyway, Ed's life was spared by the sympathetic, if disloyal maid and he was raised by loving foster parents. He turned out to be a good kid (with a limp). He was such a good kid that when he heard that he was destined to kill his parents, he left the country (thinking the prophesy applied to his foster parents). He gave up a sure inheritance to the throne to boot. (Ambition was not his tragic flaw. Believing gurus probably was.) 

So Ed wanders around the ancient Greece until one evening he meets this crotchety old man on the road. They have an argument about right-of-way and the crotchety old man picks a fight with the younger hero. Stupid. Obviously the hero is going to beat him out. The old man is almost asking to have his head handed to him, and he deserves it besides. Ed easily swats away this minor annoyance and goes on his way. 

Further on down the road, Ed meets the sphinx who will kill him unless he answers a riddle. It was a dumb riddle. Every 4th grader knows that one and tougher ones besides. ie: "How do you get 4 elephants into a volkswagon beetle?"  "Two in the front and two in the back"  But Ed was the only hero to beat the monster (many had tried). And in beating the monster, he had also inadvertently saved a meek, strange little city-state from the monster's extortion. Consequently, Thebes, the little country hailed him as their hero and insisted that he marry their queen. (Her husband had left on a trip to Chicago and had never been seen since.) 

Now here is where Ed screwed up. He was tired of travelling, wanted to settle down and raise a family. The queen was not someone he would have picked for himself. She was old enough to be his mother. And the people were a little strange, since they had so little loyalty to the missing king. But, he was lazy and it seemed like a ready-made kingdom for him to be king of. So the sucker married the queen only to find out that she was indeed his mother. Later, a search party found the king's body on the road and Ed figured out that the king had been the crotchety old man who had picked a fight with him. And the pestilence wreaked on this vile city by their fickle gods was blamed on Ed, of course. 

Is this starting to sound like an episode of Dallas? Right. But Ed was no J.R. Ed felt responsible for this mess. And guilty. The logic of the story breaks down here because there is no reason for him to feel guilty. Certainly no reason to feel responsible for the events, except to the extent where he let others (the guru and the general populace) do his thinking and decision-making for him. He punished himself for his laziness by gouging out his eyes and exiling himself. 

Dumb story. Dumb Ed. 

Moral of the story: Being a victim of gurus, society, and circumstances does not relieve one of the responsibility of thinking for themselves. It does make for a tragic hero, however. Not to mention Antigone. But that's another story. 

So much for Sophocles. Where the story breaks down is in translation a couple of centuries later by an Austrian doctor who really wanted to be a lawyer and who couldn't stand the sight of surgery so became a psychiatrist instead. Although he studied the classics, he must have fallen asleep in the middle of Oedipus. He decided that he would use the story as a shorthand to explain a syndrome he had identified where little boys lusted after their mothers and, consequently, were afraid that their fathers were going to punish them by cutting off their equipment. (Its corallary is that little girls have already lost this equipment and so are to be treated with contempt by little boys and their adult equivalents) 

Moral of this translation: Sigmund should have had his head examined. 
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