Summer Reading Assignment 2020/2021
Over the summer students in Advanced Placement Literature must read Zora Neale Hurston’s, Their Eyes Were Watching God and Homer’s, The Odyssey.
NOTE:  FAILURE TO COMPLETE THESE ASSIGNMENTS WILL RESULT IN YOUR REMOVAL FROM THE CLASS.
REQUIRED READS

· Their Eyes Were Watching God


Zora Neale Hurston

· The Odyssey





Homer
For each of the two pieces of reading students must write a critical analysis.

The essays may be based on the criticism packet provided at the end of the year.   Each essay should be between 3 and 5 pages long, have a “Works Cited” page (completed correctly), be double spaced, 12 point font, and use at least 3 authored sources other than the book/primary source, (Cliffs Notes, Sparknotes, Classicnotes, student papers are not allowed). The essay must also use current MLA guide lines, which you can find at, http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r mla.html.  Students who have questions may email me this summer at jboggio@solake.org
I have some sources linked to my weeblly page for these books, but overall they must not be .com sites.  Use:  .org, .edu. Try using Google Scholar or Mel.org library.
I. Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Write a critical analysis based on social or historical criticism.  This essay is due Friday, September18, 2020 and is worth fifty points.  Follow above guidelines.

II. The Odyssey.  Write a critical analysis using any of criticisms from the packet This essay is due Friday, October 2, 2020and is worth fifty points.  Follow the above guidelines

Note:  Please, do not wrap yourself up in summary; it is not needed, just analyze and get right to your point.

MLA RESEARCH/INFORMATION:

· MLA will give you some information on this web site below:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
· Good book purchase = MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.
SPECIFIC QUESTIONS OR HELP:

· Students who have questions may email me this summer at jboggio@solake.org.  (Attach your paper for specific help.)
Possible topic ideas for, The Odyssey
Odyssey Prompt

· One of the most important cultural values in The Odyssey is that of XENIA (loving care shown to strangers), a Greek concept encompassing the generosity and courtesy shown to those who are far from home—or what we generally refer to as “hospitality.”  How is hospitality established as a key value in the epic?  Why might hospitality have held more significance in Homer’s time than it does in today’s world? (Your essay should answer both questions, beginning with a thesis

· How does Homer use “divine intervention” to portray the relationship between gods and men in the Odyssey?  What emotional or intellectual effects does this portrayal have on either ancient or modern readers of The Odyssey?

· Why is Odysseus considered a heroic figure?  Does the character of Odysseus portray the qualities of a hero that we find important in a hero today?  Explain and reach a conclusion that incorporates your personal and cultural understanding of heroism.

· Choose one major character from The Odyssey whose choices or behavior illustrates the theme of HUBRIS (excessive pride, self-confidence, disdainful and patronizing arrogance, or wonton violence—often resulting in fatal retribution).  How does Homer use techniques of characterization to explore this theme?

Character analysis

· What roles do women play in The Odyssey? Looking at characters like Calypso, Penelope, or Anticleia, talk about how women are portrayed in this epic. 

· How does the theme of vengeance work in the epic? Approach it from the points of view of Telemachus and Poseidon, as well as Odysseus.
· In most classical Greek literature, the relationship between men and gods is distinctly portrayed as a regular part of what keeps the action and narrative moving. What roles do the gods play in The Odyssey? 

· How do Odysseus and Telemachus’ journeys different? What can be said of the younger man’s experiences and do they enable his character to grow more in the poem? How does Athena play into his success?

· What techniques does Homer use to portray the fantastical and magical aspects of Odysseus’ adventures, especially the narrative as stated in Books 9 – 12? In modern terms, we might consider it special effects, but how does Homer treat things like monsters, dangers, etc. to make them more impressive?

Possible Topic Ideas for Their Eyes Were Watching God

How does the title Their Eyes Were Watching God capture some of the main themes of the book? How do the concepts of God, faith, destiny, or sight tie into the plot?

In what ways could Janie be read as feminist? Conversely, what weaknesses or flaws might a feminist see in her?

Consider the important scene of young Janie underneath the pear tree. Why do you think Janie is so fascinated by the action between the bee and the blossom? What components of this scene (plants, animals, sexual union, love) recur in the novel and where do they repeat? What do you think these things come to symbolize?

Consider the motif of seeing/sight. How does ‘seeing clearly’ or ‘seeing the truth’ help certain characters advance? How does metaphorical blindness cause problems for certain characters (particularly the men)? How is self-perception instrumental?

How does Janie define love? Does her conception of love develop from her sixteen-yearold obsession with the bee and the pear blossom? What specific things does Janie learn do NOT comprise love? All of the men Janie marry exhibit jealousy in one form or another. Yet why does Janie tolerate it in Tea Cake and not the others?

Hurston alternates between Standard English and the phonetically transcribed vernacular of Southern black culture. Why does she use both instead of sticking to one or the other? How does the switching between the two styles of language affect the narration and tone of the story?

How do the motifs of speech and silence interact? To what extent are the problems in Janie’s marriages caused by a stifling of her voice (especially in her marriage with Joe)?

Is Hurston’s message on racial inequality (if any) compromised by the fact that her protagonist is only one-quarter black? Much of Janie’s good luck comes specifically because of her white features so does this invalidate her identity as an African-American? (Remember that Janie thought she was white until she saw herself in a photograph.) In a similar vein, how are Mrs. and Mr. Turner products of racism?

The most fateful moment of Janie’s life involves a dog with "pure hate" in his eyes. In light of Janie’s character, how does this dog represent everything she has come to fear? Read from another angle, how could this battle between the dog, Tea Cake, and Janie, be interpreted as an allegory of racism?

Topics credited to:  https://www.mercerislandschools.org/cms/lib3/WA01001855/Centricity/Domain/640/Their%20Eyes%20Were%20Watching%20God%20Essay%20Prompts.pdf
